
Scales Worksheet        NAME:_______________________
A scale is a staircase between musical octaves or registers.
Remember the octave (eighth step) matches the first step but marks a new register.

There are many different scales, but we will focus on a few
of the most frequently used scales in this worksheet.

The chromatic scale plays every note between each octave,
in other words it is entirely built of evenly spaced half-
steps or semi-tones:   A, A#,B,C ,C#,D,D#,E,F, F#,G,G#, A etc.

Unlike the chromatic scale, Major and Minor scales are not evenly spaced or symmetrical scales. The
places where they are uneven or a-symmetrical are important. 
Major and Minor scales have the same pattern but start from a different place in the pattern.- the minor
scale starts on the sixth step of a major scale. 
Each scale has only one of each note letter and we never mix flats (b) with sharps (#) 
The Major scale –  2  2  1  2  2  2  1  all whole steps except between steps 3-4 and 7-8

        W WH WW WH
             scale step: 1  2  3-4   5  6  7-8 
The Minor scale starts from the sixth step of this sequence or down two (remember 1=8) 7,6
the minor scale formula, then becomes:  2  1  2  2  1  2  2   all whole steps except between 2-3 and 5-6

      WH W WH W W
                                              scale step: 1  2-3   4   5-6  7   8 

Build Major Scales - the first one is done for you:  C Major  = C  D  E  F  G  A  B  C

G Major : ____     ____    ____    ____    ____    ____     ____     ____  

                    1111    W  2    W   3333    H    4   W   5555    W  6    W   7 7 7 7     H    8

D Major : ____     ____    ____    ____    ____    ____     ____     ____  

                    1111    W  2    W   3333    H    4   W   5555    W  6    W   7 7 7 7     H    8

A Major : ____     ____    ____    ____    ____    ____     ____     ____  

                               1111    W    2    W   3333    H    4   W   5555    W  6    W    7 7 7 7     H    8

E Major : ____     ____    ____    ____    ____    ____     ____     ____  

                    1111    W  2    W   3333    H    4   W   5555    W  6    W   7 7 7 7     H    8

F Major : ____     ____    ____    ____    ____    ____     ____     ____  

                    1     W  2    W   3    H    4   W   5    W  6    W   7     H    8

Bb Major : ____     ____    ____    ____    ____    ____     ____     ____  

                    1111      W  2    W   3333    H    4   W   5555    W  6    W   7 7 7 7     H    8

Eb Major : ____     ____    ____    ____    ____    ____     ____     ____  

                1111      W  2    W   3333    H    4   W   5555    W  6    W   7 7 7 7     H    8

Ab Major : ____     ____    ____    ____    ____    ____     ____     ____  

                    1111      W  2    W   3333    H    4   W   5555    W  6    W   7 7 7 7     H    8

© 2008 John DiTomaso, Composing Arranging & Instruction


